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Bill Would Appropriate CO Funds For War Rehabilitation 


A bill (FLR. 9882) recently introduced into the 
United States House of Representatives by Congress- 
man A. S. J. Carnahan (Missouri) would authorize 
the expenditure of certain moneys earned by con- 
scientious objectors during World War II for war re- 
habilitation work. 

This bill would fulfill the continuing trust responsi- 
bility of the government growing out of an agreement 
entered into during World War II. This agreement 
involves $1,407,976.96 which was earned by conscien- 
tious objectors doing work of national importance as 
provided under the draft law in lieu of military serv- 
ice. For the most part this employment was on dairy 
farms or in harvesting seasonal crops. The employers 
paid the federal agency concerned for this labor at 
the going wage. These funds were deposited in a 
special deposit account in the Federal Treasury and 
were covered over into the general fund in March 
of 1947. 

At the time of the inauguration of the program 
there was a definite understanding that these funds 
would accrue to and be used by the National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors for war rehabilitation 
work. 

This agreement was incorporated into a memoran- 
dum of understanding between the United States 
Department of Agriculture, the United States Employ- 
ment Service, the Selective Service System, and the 
National Service Board for Religious Objectors. Be- 
cause the Controller General felt that this could not 
be done without enabling legislation by the Congress 
of the United States, the fund was deposited in the 
U. S. Treasury where it remains in constructive trust 
for the National Service Board for Religious Objectors. 

The money appropriated by this bill would be used 


for foreign rehabilitation and refugee relief and re- 
settlement programs in accordance with the original 
agreement. At the present time the religious groups 
represented by NSBRO have active rehabilitation 
programs operating in more than 40 countries abroad. 
These activities include programs for the rehabilita- 
tion of devastated areas, refugee relief and assistance, 
restoring of war-devastated farms abroad, clothing, 
food, medical supplies, shelter, instruction in agricul- 
tural methods and manual arts, village improvement, 
sanitation, and the rebuilding of educational institu- 
tions. 

In order to insure adequate controlling of the pro- 
gramming of the money, the bill further provides 
that disbursement of the money would be made upon 
approval of the Director of Selective Service, and that 
in making this approval the Director of Selective 
Service will have available the counsel of the Advisory 
Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, which is a 
government agency residing in the International 
Cooperation Administration. 

The full text of the bill appears as follows: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby authorized and directed to pay out of 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to the National Service Board for Religious Objectors 
for war rehabilitation work, refugee relief, and reset- 
tlement, the sum of $1,407,976.96 representing the 
amount covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous 
receipts from the special deposit account in the Trea- 
sury for moneys received on account of private em- 
ployment in work of national importance performed 
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by conscientious objectors pursuant to section 5 (g) 
of the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, as 

amended. 

All moneys appropriated under the provisions of 
this Act shall be disbursed only on the approval of 
the Director of Selective Service. In approving 
amounts for disbursal, the Director of Selective Serv- 
ice shall have available through consultation the 
advice of the Advisory Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aid.” 


Pardon Survey Undertaken of Draft 
Violators 


NSBRO has recently undertaken a project designed 
to assist all conscientious objectors convicted of violat- 
ing the 1940 draft act who now wish to secure an 
executive pardon. During a 1957 NSBRO Board of 
Directors meeting it was lifted up that previous at- 
tempts by various groups to secure a general amnesty 
for all Selective Service violators had failed; thus, 
the approach of securing individual pardons is 
planned. 

Due to the fact that certain civil rights may be lost 
when one is convicted of violating a federal law, the 
obtaining of a pardon may prove advantageous to 
many individuals. A convicted violator may lose his 
right to vote, may have difficulty obtaining various 
licenses, may be disqualified for public employment, 
etc., depending upon different state laws. Ex-prison 
COs encounter greatest difficulty seeking to enter 
the professions of law and medicine. 

During World War II 15,000 men were convicted 
for violations of the 1940 draft law. The Department 
of Justice lists more than 6,000 of these men as 
conscientious objectors. President Truman’s Amnesty 
Board of 1947 granted 1,523 individual pardons. This 
means that there are at least 4,500 CO violators of the 
1940 law who remain unpardoned. It is this group that 
the current pardon survey will attempt to include. 

A questionnaire has been drawn up which will 
give the draft violator a chance to express his views 
regarding his conviction and incarceration, and then 


been obtaining current addresses of the violators. 

It is hoped that through the questionnaires some 
information will be received concerning the number 
and type of convictions due to the Supreme Court’s 
narrow interpretation of the “Supreme Being Clause” 
in the draft law. 

Cooperating with NSBRO in this survey is the 
Metropolitan Board for Conscientious Objectors in 
Brooklyn, New York, and the Unitarian Pacifist 
Fellowship. 


Two New Members Appointed to 
Presidential Appeal Board 


On December 4, 1957, two new members of the 
Presidential Appeal Board took the oath of office 
which was administered by Lt. General Lewis B. 
Hershey, Director of Selective Service. 

The new members are James P. Ringley, general 
agent, Commonwealth Edison Co., Chicago, Illinois, 
and prominent in veterans affairs in Illinois; and 
James Van Alen of Newport, Rhode Island, former 
editor and newspaper co-owner in Glen Cove, Long 
Island, and now intermittent columnist for Griscom 
Publication in Glen Cove. Martin V. Coffey, New 
York City, director of merchandising of the Philip 
Carey Manufacturing Co., is the holdover member. 
Mr. Ringley and Mr. Van Alen succeed Paul C. Wol- 
man, Baltimore attorney, and Paul H. Griffith, prom- 
inent businessman, veterans organization leader, and 
former Assistant Secretary of Defense. Mr. Ringley 
is the new chairman of the Board. 

The Presidential Appeal Board is a civilian agency 
of appeal consisting of three members who are ap- 
pointed by the President. The Board operates inde- 
pendent of the Director of Selective Service. Around 
11% of the cases handled by the Board are appeals 
by conscientious objectors who are having difficulty 
being recognized as such by their local draft and 
state appeal boards. 
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